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URANIUM MINING 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.09 pm]: Today the McGowan 
government is proceeding with its election commitment to ban uranium mining from all future granted mining 
leases. As of today, all mining leases granted will include a no uranium mining condition. The McGowan 
government remains opposed to uranium mining; however, we are not able to prevent four projects that received 
state ministerial approvals under the Liberal–National government from proceeding if they become commercially 
viable. Our government has received clear legal advice that we cannot legally deny secondary approvals for the 
purpose of overturning the state ministerial approvals already granted. Secondary approvals will be dealt with on 
their merits in accordance with the law. The four projects are Toro Energy’s Wiluna project; Cameco’s Kintyre 
and Yeelirrie projects; and Vimy Resources Ltd’s Mulga Rock project. 
In making this decision, the McGowan government has carefully considered future sovereign risk and financial 
implications for the state. If we were to attempt to stop these four projects, we would potentially open up the state 
to significant legal liability that taxpayers would be responsible for. The government would prefer to put taxpayers’ 
money into schools, hospitals, community safety and job-creating projects. For that reason, we cannot stand in the 
way of projects that have been granted state ministerial approval by the former Liberal–National government. 
However, the McGowan government will ensure that there are no compromises in regulations for worker safety, 
environmental management and other required regulations. If any of these four projects become commercially 
viable and proceed whilst current state ministerial approvals are in force, Western Australian agencies will 
stringently regulate the industry and ensure that they meet their regulatory and environmental responsibilities. 
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